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Winter Weather Response Plan 2013 - 2014 
City of Snohomish - Public Works 

 
The City of Snohomish is committed to providing the 
best level of winter weather response it can with existing 
funding and resources. To help you understand what 
level of service we can provide and what to expect during 
winter weather events, we have prepared a winter 
weather snow and ice response plan.  To view the 2013 - 
2014 Snow & Ice Response Plan visit our city web site or 
stop by City Hall at 116 Union Avenue to request a copy 
of the plan (including plowing map).  If you have 
questions about the plan contact Public Works 
Operations at (360) 568-7070 (Mike Johnson, Public 
Works Services Manager). 
 
Our first priority in winter weather response is to keep 
essential roads open for emergency response services, 
delivery of goods to and from the City, and access to 
essential services. The roads most commonly used for 
these purposes have been identified and assigned a 
priority of 1 or 2.  Priority 1 and 2 routes will receive 
winter weather services before all other roads.  During 

moderate to heavy winter weather events we may only be 
able to provide winter weather response services to 
Priority 1 and 2 routes. 
 
Snow Plowing.  Plowing is primarily used to remove 
significant accumulations of snow from the road surface, 
just prior to applying sand and salt or other anti-icing 
agents.  Plowing operations generally begin when snow 
accumulation has reached two inches or more. Plowing 
operations are limited by equipment availability (two 
plows). 
 
Sanding.  A 5/1 sand and salt mixture will be used on 
City streets to help reduce and remove ice formation in 
critical areas.  
 
Sand is primarily used to provide traction at intersections, 
curves, and grades.  Sanding operations begin when hills, 
sharp corners, and intersections become slippery and 
difficult to travel.  Known problem areas are sanded 
(with salt added) routinely during snow and ice weather 
events.  Adding salt to the sand helps to melt the 
underlying ice and break the bond between the ice and 
road surface.  
 
Application of Anti-Icing Agents.  Anti-icing is the 
practice of applying chemicals to roadways to prevent 
frost and ice from forming.  If it does, de-icer helps break 
the bond to keep it from compacting and bonding onto 
the roadway.  
 
The City of Snohomish does not own anti-icing 
equipment, so arrangements have been made with 
Snohomish County Public Works to apply anti-icing 
agents on the surface of pre-designated City roadways 
and bridges when icy conditions have been forecast.  
Snohomish County Public Works will apply anti-icing 
agents for the City of Snohomish when the County is 
applying anti-icing agents to County roadways adjacent to 
City limits. This service is contingent upon the availability 
of Snohomish County personnel and equipment. 
 
Hill Closures.  Several roads in the City contain steep 
hills that are unsafe to travel during winter weather 
events.  These hills will be closed while travel conditions 
on them are unsafe. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming City Council 

Agenda Items 
November 5: 

7:00 p.m. Regular Meeting:  
 Public Hearing for 2014 property tax 

levy (final hearing and action) 
 Public Hearing for 2014 Budget (first 

of two hearings) 
 Action to adopt moratorium for 

implementation of I-502 (recreational 
marijuana) 

 Action to adopt amendments to the 
Building Code 

 Action to approve contract for water 
rights memorandum 

 Action to approve contract for utility 
rate analysis 

 Consent to refund 2013 permit 
parking fees 

 
The agenda list above is partial and tentative. For 
further information, click here for the City website: 

http://www.ci.snohomish.wa.us/Agendas.htm#
CITY COUNCIL AGENDAS  

 Calendar 2013 
 

Parks and Recreation Board 
Wednesday, October 23 – 7 p.m. 

City Hall Conference Room 

116 Union Avenue 

http://www.ci.snohomish.wa.us/Agendas.htm#CITY COUNCIL AGENDAS
http://www.ci.snohomish.wa.us/Agendas.htm#CITY COUNCIL AGENDAS


  
 


